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Permit Amendment 

•        
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Fact Sheet  

• Justification of the TMDL 

compliance approach, pollutant 

categories, and compliance units 

 

• Consistent with the assumptions 

and requirements of the applicable 

Waste Load Allocations (WLAs),   

 

• How the best management 

practices (BMPs) will be sufficient 

to implement applicable WLAs. 



Considerations for  

TMDL Compliance Approach 

• Variability of  how TMDLs  are written 

 Commonalities of 85 TMDLs 

 Unique challenge for a non-traditional permittee 

 Caltrans’ contribution  

 Multiple pollutants in impaired watersheds 

 Identifying  sites that are a contributing source 

 Determining the  appropriate best management practices 
(BMPs) & control measures  

 Phased implementation over several years 

 

• Categorical Pollutant approach was developed to address 
TMDL compliance 
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Pollutant Categories for  

BMP Implementation 

• Eight TMDL Pollutant Categories  

          »  TMDLs are separated by pollutant type 

          »  Grouped for common treatment and 

   control actions 

 

• BMP Implementation in Prioritized Reaches 

         »  Evaluate the reaches in the applicable TMDL 
 watersheds to establish a prioritized list of reaches. 

         »  Implementation activities begin within the 
 highest priority reaches each year. 
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BMPs in  Prioritized Reaches 
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Reach -  segment of a 

stream channel delineated 

by the TMDL or by Caltrans. 



Attachment - IV 

Attachment-IV prescribes the implementation 
requirements for  all applicable TMDLs 

 

• Section I – provides direction and general 
guidance on development of prioritized   

      list of reaches 

 

• Section II – defines the applicable TMDLs  

      and implementation requirements 

 

• Section III – general & categorical 
requirements for : 

         » BMP effectiveness monitoring 

         » Adaptive management, and 

         » Reporting to improve transparency 
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Compliance Units 

• Compliance Unit (CU) = 1 acre of Right-of-Way (ROW) 

from which runoff is retained, treated, and/or 

otherwise controlled prior to discharge. 

• Determination of CUs considered the eight pollutant 

categories & acres of ROW that must be treated 

• Minimum compliance units:  1,650 CUs/yr 

• Tracking System & TMDL  Status Review Report  
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Attachment-V  

Region Specific Requirements 

Region Specific Requirements related to TMDLs 

have been modified to complement the proposed 

TMDL compliance approach for the: 

 

• North Coast Region 

• San Francisco  Bay Region  
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Caltrans Permit Amendment  

Summary 

Focused and Streamlined Process to achieve compliance 
that contains: 
 
•Consistent Implementation Requirements for all TMDLs, 

including future TMDLs 
 
•Requires installation of control measures → BMP 

effectiveness monitoring → adaptive management → 
reporting 
 

•  Annual CUs are Tracked in Storm Water Multiple 
Application & Report Tracking System (SMARTS) 
 

•Result in Time and Cost-efficiency for  water quality 
improvements 
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State Water Board 

Municipal Storm Water Unit 

 

Walt Shannon (916) 341-5497 
Walt.Shannon@waterboards.ca.gov 

 

Jaime Favila (916) 341-5482 
Jaime.Favila@waterboards.ca.gov 

 

Bill Hereth (916) 341-5688 
Bill.Hereth@waterboards.ca.gov 
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Staff Contact Information  



Questions? 


